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Analysis  of Nucleic Acid Derivatives at the Subnanomolar  Level. II. Quantitative Analysis  of Ribose 
Derivatives by Tri t ium Labeling ~, 2 

Q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n d  s e q u e n t i a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  u n l a b e l e d  r i b o -  
n u c l e i c  a c i d s  a n d  t h e i r  d e r i v a t i v e s  a t  t h e  s u b n a n o m o l a r  
leve l  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  so  t a r  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e n s i t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
r e p o r t s  o n  a n e w  p r o c e d u r e  fo r  u l t r a m i c r o a n a l y s i s  o f  
r i b o s e  d e r i v a t i v e s ,  w h i c h  is  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  
t h a n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e t h o d s .  T h e  p r o c e d u r e  i n v o l v e s  o x i -  
d a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i b o s e  m o i e t y  o f  n u c l e o s i d e s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  n n c l e o s i d e  d i M d e h y d e s  w i t h  
t r i t i a t e d  s o d i u m  b o r o h y d r i d e  t o  n u c l e o s i d e  t r i a l c o h o l s .  
T h e s e  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  c h r o m a t o g r a p h i c a l l y  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  
b y  l i q u i d  s c i n t i l l a t i o n  c o u n t i n g .  

Experimental. N a B H ~ - ( 3 H )  (sp.  a c t .  200 m C / m m o l e )  
w a s  a p r o d u c t  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  N u c l e a r  C o r p .  A l l  o p e r a -  
t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  c o m p o u n d  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  a 
h o o d .  100 m C  w e r e  d i s s o l v e d  i n  1 m l  0 . 1 N  N a O H  a n d  
s t o r e d  a t  - -  90 °C. C a r r i e r  n u e l e o s i d e  t r i a l c o h o l s  w e r e  
p r e p a r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  o f  
KHYM a n d  COHN 4. 

P e r i o d a t e  o x i d a t i o n s  a n d  b o r o h y d r i d e  r e d u c t i o n s  w e r e  
c a r r i e d  o u t  in  t h e  d a r k .  N u c l e o s i d e s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  a 
2 - fo ld  m o l a r  e x c e s s  o f  N a I O , ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  d i a l d e h y d e s  
w e r e  r e d u c e d  w i t h  a 20-  t o  25- fo ld  m o l a r  e x c e s s  o f  
N a B H 4 - ( 3 H ) ,  a n d  t h e  s a m p l e s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  fo r  a n a l y s i s  
a s  d e s c r i b e d  in  f o o t n o t e  a o f  t h e  T a b l e .  1-fzl a l i q u o t s  w e r e  
a p p l i e d  t o  E a s t m a n  N o .  6 0 6 4  ce l l u lo se  s h e e t s  a£  2.5 c m  
f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  e d g e .  A f t e r  t h e  s t a r t i n g  a r e a s  h a d  b e e n  
d r i e d  i n  a s t r e a m  o f  h o t  a i r ,  t h e  c h r o m a t o g r a m s  w e r e  
d e v e l o p e d  b y  a s c e n d i n g  i r r i g a t i o n  w i t h  e t h y l  a c e t a t e -  
n - b u t a n o l - i s o p r o p a n o l - 7 . 5  N a q u e o u s  a m m o n i u m  h y d r o x -  
i d e  ( 3 : 1  : 2: 2, b y  vol . )  u n t i l  t h e  s o l v e n t  f r o n t  r e a c h e d  
1 2 - 1 4  c m  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n .  T h e  s o l v e n t  w a s  p r e p a r e d  f r e s h  
f o r  e a c h  r u n  (no  t a n k  s a t u r a t i o n ) .  A f t e r  t h e  c h r o m a t o -  
g r a m s  h a d  b e e n  d r i e d  t h o r o u g h l y  i n  a s t r e a m  o f  h o t  a i r ,  
t h e  s e p a r a t e d  c o m p o u n d s  ( R f  v a l u e s :  0 .56  f o r  A R  '5, 
0 .45  f o r  C R ' ,  0 .34  fo r  UIZ" a n d  0.23 fo r  G R ' )  w e r e  l o c a t e d  

u n d e r  a s h o r t - w a v e  U V - l i g h t .  R e c t a n g l e s  o f  e q u a l  s ize  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  c o m p o u n d s  w e r e  c u t  f r o m  t h e  s h e e t s  a n d  
t r a n s f e r r e d ,  l a y e r  s i de  d o w n ,  t o  c o u n t i n g  v i a l s .  E l u t i o n  
w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  in  t h e  v i a l  w i t h  500 ~zl w a t e r  fo r  60 m i n  
a t  r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e .  100 txI 4 N  a m m o n i u m  h y d r o x i d e  
a n d  11 m l  s c i n t i l l a t i o n  f l u i d  e w e r e  a d d e d ,  t h e  v i a l s  w e r e  
s h a k e n ,  a n d  t h e  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  w a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  l i q u i d  
s c i n t i U a t i o n  c o u n t i n g .  F o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  m i x t u r e ,  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  r a d i o -  
a c t i v i t y  o f  e a c h  d e r i v a t i v e  w a s  d i r e c t l y  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  
t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n n c l e o s i d e  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s o l u t i o n .  P r e l i m i n a r y  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a d  s h o w n  t h i s  
t o  b e  t h e  case .  

Results. T h e  T a b l e  s u m m a r i z e s  d a t a  f r o m  5 t y p i c a l  
e x p e r i m e n t s ,  i n  w h i c h  a r i b o n u c l e o s i d e  m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  
s a m e  c o m p o s i t i o n  w a s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  l a b e l i n g  p r o c e d u r e  
a t  5 d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  0 .00002  t o  
0 . 0 0 5 M .  T h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  n u c l e o s i d e  m i x -  
t u r e  ( e x p r e s s e d  a s  n m o l e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  n u c l e o s i d e / n m o l e  
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Service (No. CA 05018), and the American Cancer Society (No. 
E-51-J). This is publication No. 1325 of the Cancer Commission 
of Harvard University. 
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Quanti tat ive analysis of ribonucleoside mixtures  by t r i t ium labeling a 

Experiment  1 Experiment  2 Experiment  3 Experiment  4 Experiment  5 

0.00002 M e 0.0001 M c 0.0005 M e 0.001 M c 0.005 M ¢ 

Nucleo- Compo- Composition Srel e Composition Srel e Composition Srel e Co:mposition Srel e C o m p o s i t i o n  Srele 
side sition by by labeling (%) by labeling (%) by labeling (%) by labeling (%) by labeling (%) 

speetro- (-4- s d) (-I- s d) (-t_ s d) ( ~  s d) (-4- s el) 
photo- 
merry u 

AR 0.246 0.252 ~ 0.0049 1.9 0.247 =t= 0.0026 1.0 0.244 ± 0.0028 1.1 0.241 .~ 0.0025 1.0 0.243 -4- 0.0033 1.4 
CR 0.283 0.286 i 0.0042 1.5 0.282 ± 0.0018 0.6 0.281 -t- 0.0023 0.8 0.283 ± 0.0023 0.8 0.283 ::t: 0.0027 1.0 
U R  0.284 0.277 ± 0.0069 2.5 0.284 -k 0.0037 1.3 0.288 ± 0.0028 1.0 0.288 ± 0.0024 0.8 0.286 q- 0.0028 1.0 
GR 0.187 0.185 :t:: 0.0030 1.6 0.186 :J:: 0.0021 1.1 0.187 4- 0.0022 1.2 0.187 :J:: 0.0017 0.9 0.187 -[: 0.0011 0.6 

a The mixture contained per nmole ribose moiety 0.246 nmole adenosine, 0.283 nmole cytidine, 0.284 nmole uridine and 0.187 nmole guanosine. 
The total  nucleoside concentration, prior to the addition of N a I Q ,  ranged from 0.00002 M {experiment 1) to 0.005 M (experiment 5). Periodate 
and borohydride reactions were carried out  for 30 rain each in experiments 2, 3, 4 and 5 and for 120 rain each in experiment  1. A 2-fold molar 
excess of NaIO~ in 5 btl water was added to 50 [zl aqueous nucIeo.~de solution. After the specified t ime I btl of a solution of NaBH4-(3H) in 
0.1 N NaOH containing a 20-fold molar excess of borotritiidc (200 mC/mmole) was added. After the specified time 50 [zl 1 N acetic acid was 
added to destroy the residual borotritiide. When the liberation of t r i t ium gas had ceased (10-15 min) the solution was evaporated to dryness 
in a s t ream of filtered air. The residue was taken up in 300 [zl water  and again dried. The residue was finally taken up in 100 btl of an aqueous 
solution containing 1-1.5 nmoles/~tl each of carrier AR',  CR',  UR'  and GR'.  1-~tl aliquots of this solution were used for chromatography and 
subsequent  analysis by liquid scintillation counting (see text). Each value is the mean of 11 determinations.  The composition by labeling is 
expressed as count rate of each nucleoside derivative/sum of count  rates of all derivatives, b Expressed as nmole of individual nucleoside/nmole 
of total nucleoside, e Total nucleoside concentration (prior to addition of NaIO4). a Standard deviation, e Relative s tandard deviation, 
Sre I = (s- 100/mean)%. 
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of to t a l  nucleoside) is accura te ly  ref lected by  the  re la t ive  
radioact iv i t ies  of the  corresponding der iva t ives  (expressed 
as coun t  ra te  of each nucleoside de r iva t ive / to t a l  coun t  
ra te  of all der ivat ives) .  A t  a to ta l  nucleoside concen t ra t ion  
below 0.0001 M, ox ida t ion  and reduct ion  were incomple te  
in 30 rain;  reac t ion  t imes  were ex tended  therefore  to 
120 rain in expe r imen t  1. The  quan t i t i e s  de te rmined  
ranged  f rom abou t  1.8 picomoles  (guanosine in experi-  
m e n t  1) to abou t  700 picomoles  (uridine and cy t id ine  in 
ex p e r i m en t  5). 

Discussion. The  d a t a  presented  in t he  Table  demon-  
s t ra te  t h a t  t he  label ing t echn ique  makes  possible a 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  analysis  of r ibose de r iva t ives  a t  the  sub- 
n a n o m o l a r  level .  The  m a i n  character is t ics  of the  nove l  
m e t h o d  are  (1) i ts  ex t r eme  sens i t iv i ty  and (2) its accuracy  
and  precis ion:  

(1) The  quan t i t i e s  de te rmined  in expe r imen t  i were  
1.8-2.8 p icomoles /compound.  Ti le  lower l imi t  for the  
label ing t echn ique  is 0.7-1.0 p icomole /compound .  Con- 
ven t iona l  opt ical  analysis  of  nucleic  acid de r iva t ives  on 
th in  layers  requires  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5000 t imes  more  
mater ia l .  

(2) The  grea tes t  dev ia t ion  f rom the  expec ted  values  
was found to be  abou t  2.5% (adenosine and ur idine in 
expe r imen t  1), Most  va lues  were accura te  wi th in  :k 1%. 
]Relative s t andard  devia t ions  were 4- 0 .6-1 .4% in experi-  
ments  2-5 and 4- 1 .6-2.5% in expe r imen t  1. I n  our  
experience,  the  label ing m e t h o d  is more  precise a t  the  
p icomolar  level  t han  opt ica l  me thods  a t  the  nanomola r  
level. 

Zusammen[assung. Es wird eine Methode  zur quan t i t a -  
r iven  Analyse  yon  1Ribosederivaten beschrieben,  welche 
e twa  f f inf tausendmal  empf ind l icher  ist  als die spekt ro-  
pho tomet r i sehen  S tanda rdve r fah ren .  
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The Binding of Copper in Human Ceruloplasmin 

A b o u t  90% of the serum copper  is bound  to the  prote in  
ceruloplasmin.  I t  is general ly  acknowledged tha t  cerulo- 
p lasmin  plays  an  i m p o r t a n t  role in the  ma in tenance  of 
normal  copper  balance.  The  chronic  copper  tox ic i ty  of 
Wilson ' s  disease is a lmos t  invar iab ly  associated wi th  a 
def iciency of ceruloplasmin 1. The  mode  of b inding of 
copper  to  ceruloplasmin is c lear ly  an i m p o r t a n t  p rob lem 
in expe r imen ta l  medic ine  which needs inves t igat ing.  

Ceruloplasmin conta ins  8 a toms  of copper /molecule  and 
shows oxidase ac t iv i ty  towards  a n u m b e r  of a romat i c  
po lyamines  and polyphenols ,  as well as to ascorbic acid 
and a n u m b e r  of organic and inorganic  reducing  agen t s1  
R e m o v a l  of copper  f rom the  prote in  causes loss of enzyme  
ac t i v i t y  ~,a. tS~AGPER and DEUTSCH 4 found t h a t  the  acid- 
base t i t r a t ion  curves  of ceruloplasmin and apocerulo-  
p lasmin suggested t h a t  hist idyl ,  and e i ther  ty rosy l  or  
lysyl  residues could be  invo lved  in copper  binding.  
F u r t h e r m o r e  the i r  resul ts  f rom spec t ropho tomet r i c  t i t ra-  
t ions did no t  appear  to impl ica te  tyrosine.  

I f  h is t idyl  residues are invo lved  in copper  binding,  
pho toox ida t ion  of the  pro te in  m a y  be expected  to lead to 
loss of copper  and of enzyme  ac t iv i ty ,  since these  residues 
are readi ly  des t royed in t he  process ~. The  results  ob ta ined  
in the  p resen t  work  indicate  t h a t  pho toox ida t ion  does 
cause a rap id  loss of enzyme  ac t i v i t y  concomi tan t ly  wi th  
loss of copper.  

Ceruloplasmin (copper con ten t  0.32-0.34 %) was photo-  
oxidized in the  presence of me thy lene  blue and oxygen  in 
\Varburg  flasks essent ia l ly  as descr ibed by  WEIL and  
BUCHERT 5. The  flasks conta ined  4-10 nag ceru loplasmin  
and 0.1 m g  me thy lene  blue dissolved in 2.0-2.5 ml  buffer.  
The  gas phase  was air. The  flasks were  i r rad ia ted  f rom 
below by  means  of 150 W lamps placed 12 cm f rom the  
flasks. The  procedure  was carr ied  o u t  in a da rkened  
r o o m . . A t  t h e  end of a per iod of pho toox ida t ion  the  
solut ions were r emoved  f rom t h e  flasks and 0.1 ml  por t ions  
were  used for the  es t imat ion  of p -pheny lened iamine  (PPD)  
oxidase  a c t i v i t y  6. The  remainder  of  t he  sample  was 

t rea ted  wi th  a small  a m o u n t  of  charcoal  to r emove  the  
dye, and then  dialysed agains t  several  changes of de- 
ionized wate r  a t  4°C. Por t ions  were then  used for the  
de te rmina t ion  of copper  ~, t r y p t o p h a n  s, and of his t id ine  
and tyros ine  by  means  of a Technicon amino  acid analyser  
af ter  hydrolys is  in 6 N  HC1 for 22 h a t  106 °C. 

The  F igure  shows the  ra te  of loss of P P D  oxidase 
ac t iv i ty  and his t idine residues wi th  t ime  of pho toox ida -  
t ion.  This  expe r imen t  was pe r fo rmed  wi th  10 m g  cerulo- 
p lasmin in 0 . 2 M  phospha te  buffer,  p H  8.0, a t  11 °C. W h e n  
the  residual  P P D  oxidase ac t i v i t y  was less t han  20%, 
abou t  60% of the  his t idine had been dest royed.  At  this 
po in t  (6 h pho toox ida t ion ;  oxygen  consumpt ion  6.33 
~zmoles) 7% of the  tyros ine  and 60% of the  t r y p t o p h a n  
had been destroyed.  Af te r  dialysis agains t  deionized 
wate r  and passage th rough  a co lumn of chela t ing  resin 
(Chelex 100, S igma Chemical  Co., St. Louis,  Mo., USA)  
the  a m o u n t  of copper  remain ing  was found to  be 15.9% 
of t h a t  in the  non- i r radia ted  control  sample.  

The  pho toox ida t ion  reac t ion  was found to be s t rongly  
dependen t  on bo th  t e m p e r a t u r e  and pFI (see Table).  The  
ra te  of oxygen  up take  was 2-3 t imes  more  rapid  a t  37 °C 
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